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WARWICK POLICE STATION � FIREBOMBING 

702. Hon KATE DOUST to the minister representing the Minister for Police: 
I ask this question on behalf of Hon Jock Ferguson, who has had to leave the chamber on urgent parliamentary 
business. I refer to media reports that a prosecution against a person alleged to have firebombed Warwick Police 
Station earlier this year may well be prejudiced by the failure to expeditiously process forensic evidence and 
medical reports.  

(1) What is the current delay for processing such material in priority cases such as this?  

(2) What measures are being taken to fast-track such evidence being made available to the courts?  

(3) In the event that the accused get bail in the present case, what conditions, if any, will be sought by 
police?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. On behalf of the Minister for Police, I provide 
the following response. 

(1) The priority for analysis of exhibits by either PathWest Laboratory Medicine or the Chemistry Centre 
WA is determined by the investigator at the time the exhibit is lodged. Timely updates on court dates 
allow the respective laboratory to provide scientific results for disclosure to parties in advance. The 
turnaround time will vary for every case according to the priority assigned to the case by Western 
Australia Police, the number of exhibits submitted for analysis, the nature and quality of the exhibits 
and the amount of testing required. The measurement of turnaround time is also significantly 
complicated by the fact that no case can be completed and reported until such time as the suspect is 
arrested, charged and a trial date assigned. Until that occurs, all DNA results are intelligence 
information used to assist with an investigation.  

(2) PathWest offers a priority service for urgent casework and when required has been able to provide 
DNA profiling results back to investigators within 15 hours. Following discussions with a 
representative of the Chief Justice in June 2007, PathWest has reached an agreement with the courts to 
provide a summary report, indicating progress and results to date, within four weeks of a request. It was 
further agreed that PathWest will provide a full court report within 12 weeks of a request, assuming that 
all exhibits have been submitted to the laboratory for analysis.  

(3) The Director of Public Prosecutions has carriage of the matter and will oversee any bail applications.  
 


